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Ministry in Japan & the Philippines

Our ministry in Japan and the Philippines in March was amazing! The Field Conferences in both places were
well attended by our BIMI Far East missionary families and was a great blessing! Anytime we get to spend time
with these wonderful and faithful missionaries, it encourages our hearts! God has blessed us with godly,
committed men and women doing a phenomenal job on the mission field. I wish everyone could visit their
ministries. It would sure change your life...as it does ours!

Jenny, Jessica, Josiah and T were able to spend a week in both places. Jessica and Josiah helped with the
fellowship and program for the missionary kids as Jenny and I got to enjoy our time with the missionaries. We
were able to visit Henry and Celeste Ward in their church plant in the city of Kato (northwest of Kobe). The Au
family serving in Hong Kong also attended. It was great to see them in Japan for the first time.

Our meeting in Iloilo, Philippines, at Rick and Becky Martin’s church was such a blessing too! It was a blessing
to preach in the morning service at Iloilo BC and to see over 60 people give their hearts to Jesus Christ!

What faithful servants are all of the missionaries who serve through BIMI! We were able to pin Dan and Terry
Gardner in Japan and Rick and Becky Martin in the Philippines with their 50 year pins! Only eternity will
reveal the true impact these families have had on many thousands of lives!

As you can imagine, the cost of travel to and lodging in Asia is not cheap. This trip was $2,500 per person.
Thankfully, our return home was uneventful. We left just a few days later from Chattanooga to head to New
Zealand. We did not receive our permissions from NZ in time which meant our tickets using miles had to be
cancelled and new tickets purchased totaling $3,500 (at least we got our miles refunded!).

Jessica Now In New Zealand

Our trip to Christchurch, New Zealand, was amazing as well! It has been a wonderful month of ministry as we
helped Jessica get settled in her new place of ministry. There was much for her to arrange: a house, a vehicle,
accounts for various needs, and so many more details. Although she sent many things ahead via two shipments
(one still on the way), she had to purchase most of the “big” items there such as furniture, beds, etc. All
appliances also had to be purchased there due to the different current (220) and the configuration of their plugs.
Jessica made good use of the internet to find needs to decorate and furnish her house more reasonably. We are
so glad that we got to help her get settled. Jannah also was able to come over for a visit! Praise the Lord that we
were all together for the first time in a long time!

We left on Saturday, May 9, to return to Tennessee. This is a huge challenge for Jessica as she stays in New
Zealand! She will do great, but saying goodbye was not easy. She will be missed for sure! Thank you for
praying for her...and for us! She will be working with her sister and brother-in-law’s church (Sam & Juliana
Hutchens). Their church is already bursting at the seams with record attendances and numerous decisions for
Christ both with people being saved and baptized in recent days! Their church is full most services and Jessica’s
help comes at the perfect time. They only moved into their newly renovated church facility last fall, but praise
the Lord, there is a great excitement in the church family and the Spirit of God is touching hearts! Can you
imagine the blessing it is to see your kids faithfully serving the Lord?! We are blessed!

On May 9 we returned home to get ready for our 3rd oversees trip this year and our 6th BIMI Connect Trip to
Japan (May 12-22). Our team of eleven (11) got to see the great needs and ministries of Japan in Tokyo,
Osaka, Hiroshima, and Aomori! Would you like to go with us sometime? We would love to hear from you
about future trips! Tell us where you would like to go. We would love to plan a trip just for you and your
church! Two Japan trips ago, two attendees met and later married. Daniel and Breanna Robbins will be in
Candidate School in June planning to go to Japan as missionaries. How exciting! Praise the Lord!

Thank you for praying for us and for laborers! Thank you for helping us take the Gospel to Asia and the World!
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